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Derived from the meeting held at North Harrisdale Primary School November 2025 

 
Frequently asked questions  

How do I get the wider school community more involved? 

• ‘two cups of tea before you ask for anything’ [Anne, Hamersley Primary School]. Invite 
parents into school with Friday BBQ or family film nights first. Only ask for support once 
care and community established. 

• fundraising events including P&C such as a sausage sizzle or raffle.  
• before/after school and lunch clubs with volunteer support e.g. Weeding Wednesday. 
• host a planting event. 
• offer free resources to establish gardens at home or something that benefits participants. 

e.g. cuttings, excess produce, ‘how to’ guides.  
• get outside-school hour groups (e.g. after-school care, camp AUS, scouts, cadets, 

facilities) to help during holidays with litter/watering; this can also be adopted as a project 
of their own. 

• seek out and involve local area action groups – gardening groups, friends of groups, Men’s 
Shed. 

What are some ways to integrate sustainability into what I am 
already doing? 

• apply to join WasteSorted Schools. 
• access free resources and grants through Sustainable Schools WA Alliance members 

advertised on SS-WA Connect group. 
• develop onsite Bush Classroom areas to support three dimensional curriculum; engage 

external providers to deliver sustainability incursions/excursions on a unit of study such as 
Little Green Steps (early childhood), SERCUL (South East Regional Centre for Urban 
Landcare), Bottle Top Hill, Eco Action, CREEC (Canning River Eco Education Centre), The 
Wetland Centre, local councils, Whiteman Park and Kings Park Education programs and 
festivals. 

• access free resources such as those developed by Cool Australia and United Nations re 
Sustainable Development Goals including World’s Largest Lesson resources and Lazy 
Person’s Guide to Saving the Universe.  

• register to keep up to date with local area support and events with SERCUL’s Catchment 
Education Newsletter.  

• Keep Australia Beautiful’s ‘Adopt a Patch’ program 
• focus on environmental days such as Earth Hour and World’s Oceans Day.  

Composting: establishing roles, advice for storage/ usage and 
avoidance of waste. 

• WasteSorted Schools (waste audit and support); Switch Your Thinking (City of 
Gosnells/Armadale), and Waste is my Resources (Robyn Brown).  

• start small with class compost bin and fruit and vegetable scraps only.  
• 50/50 mix brown and food (paper is a great substitute for straw and there is lots at 

schools).  
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• sustainability garden club for maintenance; invite older students to take on mentor roles 
• WasteSorted Schools Compost Curriculum Guide (aimed @ Year 5). 

How do I increase participation to embed a culture of sustainability 
at my school? 

• start small - it is the little quick wins that get the biggest support.  
• ask teachers to teach their learning area content through a sustainability lens/context - this 

helps to address the cross-curriculum priorities requirements of teachers and the provision/ 
access to free resources and completed lesson plans supports this. 

• take stock of where you are now and then realistically plan for the bigger projects; keep it 
simple, behavioural change happens over time.  

• organise competitions and prizes for higher participation 
• include sustainability snippets and environmental days in notices.  
• support student voice and advocacy to create biggest changes. 
 

Tips and tricks to creating and maintaining a native garden/bush 
classroom 
• consult with local Aboriginal groups/community and native plant nurseries to select local 

plant species (ref. local remnant bushland); advice provided through Bush Classrooms 
Connect community group.  

• get plants from SERCUL, APACE nursery, Trillion Trees, local councils, and native plant 
nurseries. 

• provide shelter/water for first two summers (apply for funding for reticulation, as 
appropriate). 

• plant in April/May and only water once a week to increase deep root growth. 
• mulch well for summer (locally derived woodchip is likely best). 
• Consider summer holidays as a snowy winter – protect the soil + plant green manures 

ready to start fresh in Term 1. 
• plant for biodiversity.  

 

General advice when first starting your sustainability action plan? 
• join Sustainable Schools WA Connect community 
• start with one thing and do that effectively before you try to bring in additional things. 
• have a team and Administration support first. You cannot do it alone and, if you leave, hard 

work will stall. 
• ask Administration to plan for projects in the school’s ‘one-line’ budget.  
• student, parent and community voice is powerful - work with them to create a shared 

vision. This will give more weight behind project ideas and help get them off the ground. 
• establish in school norms e.g. ‘what you choose to walk past is what you choose to 

accept.’ – helpful for littering or running taps 
• build in sustainability to staff meetings e.g. Officeworks and Planet Arc recycling, food 

scraps bin 
• contact organisations such as Bottle Top Hill for help with old and new stationary recycling 

and most other recyclable products. 
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