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West Australian Sustainable Education Forum
Sustainability Education ‘Building Resilient Communities’
Program - Friday 5th December 2025

An opportunity for community, schools, industry, tertiary and government groups to share the
work they are engaged with to educate about and support sustainability practices.

Venue: CREEC, crn Kent Street & Queens Park Rd, Wilson WA 6107 Map here

Registration: $66 Non Member; $44 AAEE member and students/concession (includes
refreshments) https://www.trybooking.com/DGPTI

Program: Available at https://aaeewa.org.au/west-australian-sustainability-education-
forum/

9.00 Registrations & cuppa

9.20 Acknowledgement of Country & Welcome.
Presentation of AAEE WA Chapter Environmental Educator for 2025

9.30 First Round Tables — Participant choose on the day

¢ Climate Science and the Carbon and Water Cycles — developing resilient students.

Dr David Woods

The most significant change in the Year 7 to 10 curriculum is the shift of the carbon cycle
from Year 10 to Year 9, explicitly referencing climate change and devoting one term to teach
students how global systems, including the carbon and water cycles, can explain patterns of
global climate change. This workshop introduces a sequence of lessons that explicitly
address the evidence for and science behind our changing climate, and outlines the massive,
exciting innovation opportunities triggered by it. The lessons integrate straight-forward
activities to teach our students the fundamentals of the science and provides opportunities for
them to develop an appreciation of how this knowledge will empower them to appreciate the
role we will all play in addressing this significant global challenge.

Turning your verge into a native garden. Behrooz Eslam

Would you love to attract birds and other animals into your garden? Teacher and
environmentalist Behrooz will show you how easy it is to convert a dead space or lawn area
into a thriving ecosystem on your verge or school garden. Be inspired by seeing what's
possible in a small area at home or school. Get motivated to rewild your urban spaces which
will guarantee increased biodiversity in your neighbourhood. Save money on your water bills,
and save time mowing lawn, by growing a healthy ecosystem and create a safe zone in your
street. Discover how to grow native trees, shrubs, ground covers and bush tucker. Nature will
thank you!

The Wetlands Centre Cockburn Community Education. Niamh Williams

The Wetlands Centre Cockburn has been a hub for conservation, community and education
for over 30 years. In this time, there has been a need to adapt and overcome many
challenges and keep up with an ever-changing world. Learn about how the wetlands centre
assists with creating resilient community through different avenues including community
engagement and partnership, the conservation nursery, Wetland/ Landcare initiatives and the


https://www.google.com/maps/place/Canning+River+Eco+Education+Centre/@-32.021146,115.922154,17z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x8cc336370c4443c2!8m2!3d-32.0211457!4d115.9221536?hl=en-US
https://www.trybooking.com/DGPTI
https://aaeewa.org.au/west-australian-sustainability-education-forum/
https://aaeewa.org.au/west-australian-sustainability-education-forum/
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education/school programs. Education is key part of the centres mission, offering immersive
educational programs that highlight the importance of the wetlands and bushlands, to give
children and community an understanding and appreciation for the world around them.
Discuss how education and community engagement are changing and some of the
adaptations we're making to keep people engaged. Experience and test the newly created
Augmented Reality Trail which offers people an exciting and interactive way to learn. Using
technology to highlight different plant and animal species found at Bibra Lake in a hew
innovative way.

10.15 Second Round Tables - Participant choose on the day

e Climate Breakdown, Behavioural Crisis and What We Can Do About It. Em Charlton

According to overwhelming scientific evidence and research, ‘human behaviour’ has been
identified as the root of climate breakdown. Initiatives addressing environmental issues and
diverse fields are often disconnected, focussed on single elements of sustainability, linear,
and frequently seek greater input by the individual. This can often lead to lack of engagement
without provision of a clear pathway for positive change. By targeting disciplines that address
behavioural barriers, organising identifiable actions to assist in mitigating change that is both
relevant and relatable, ultimately provides the ideal platform for more meaningful and higher
impact. The BTH Project hosts an award-winning plan and methodology that seeks intimate
or science-based wisdom impartation, encourages multi-discipline collaboration, and creates
grassroots platforms to collectively adapt to challenges posed by biodiversity loss, pollution
and climate crisis; all for greater social and planetary well-being. The BTH 12R’s® Storyline is
a collaborative journey of HOPE; of community working together as ONE to help Care for
Country, Care for Each Other and embracing the challenges of our changing world with
greater confidence and resilience. Each chapter of the BTH Story is in recognition of the
simple but positive actions of the individual, a call-to-action for others to combine forces as a
community, a collaboration of expertise and respectful sharing of knowledge, and an
appreciation that much more is achieved together as a wave-after-wave of behavioural
change.

e Environmental philosophy: alook at life beyond individual selfhood. Paige Mcguire

Environmental philosophy: a look at life beyond individual selfhood will be a discussion of the
current relationship with nature that permeates Western-style liberal democratic systems, in
which ‘selfhood’ determines our obligations to land. I will provide listeners with an
understanding of the relational self which allows alternative interactions with nature and
consider the practical application of relational obligations found in Aboriginal land ethics. By
showing the relationship between Aboriginal ethics and ‘synergistic living’, | will suggest ways
to establish an alternative relationship with nature to current Western-style perspectives.

The major problems that | will address are the problems of individualism and ethical
anthropocentrism that permeate Western-style democracies, which has spread through the
globalisation of neoliberal politics and economics beyond Western nations. This will include
an in-depth discussion of classic environmental philosophy topics such as ‘the last man
argument’, environmental animism, deep ecology and of course a reflection on our
subconscious acceptance of individualism. I will consider how can we reframe the way we
think about the environment to actively adjust our relationship with nature. | aim to provide
opportunities for self-reflection, reflection on the system in which we are raised in Australia
and the opportunity for everyone to enter a space that welcomes active inquiry. Relationality
as a way of life, and inquiry as a form of education, will be the key insights of this discussion.
| will consider Aboriginal understandings of country and place, while also addressing current
political and philosophical norms which are hastening the climate crisis.
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e Power of Partnerships & Shared Outcomes. Elaine Lewis and Lynne Butler OWC

The One World Centre provides support for and participates in local action and partnerships
to enable progress in relation to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGS).
These activities are underpinned by various partnerships with, for instance, the WA Chapter
of the Australian Association for Environmental Education, Reconciliation Australia and
Oxfam Australia. The Centre is a hon-government, not-for-profit organisation that has been
part of the Western Australian educational, social justice and sustainability community for
more than thirty years. This workshop will explore and immerse participants in a range of
strategies to facilitate wide community engagement with the SDGs. It will use samples, case
studies and group exercises to illustrate the use of these strategies in different contexts,
ranging from primary and secondary schools, to numerous community organisations and
universities. Participants will identify issues, join group activities and discuss actions and
outcomes to help them understand the important work of engaging with the SDGs at student
and wider community levels. Following this discussion of the collaborative processes
embedded in this approach, participants will consider how this information is relevant and
applicable to those who are working to enhance their education for sustainability partnerships
and associated depth of impact in the community.

11.00 Morning tea

11.30 Third Round Tables - Participant choose on the day

e Teachers for Climate Australia. Pam Agar
The launch of this Association and website to support transformative teaching approaches.
If we are to deliver quality climate change education using interdisciplinary practices, whole-
school approaches, school-community partnerships and enquiry-and action-based learning,
then we need to mandate time for this.
Teachers for Climate believe Australian schools should be inspiring models of sustainability
that empower young Australians to thrive in a changing climate. This is how!
We offer schools, and education departments, a way of applying topics systematically across
all year groups. This is a great way for principals to track what is being covered. | will guide a
discussion around the issues, the ease of applying mandatory sustainability activities and the
overwhelming benefits of mandating an hour a week for every child. | will share an example
of one of our Year Planners, for schools. They cover a full range of current sustainability
topics. These planners go from Kindy to Year 9. They are simply a set of subject codes which
can be integrated, and tailored into the subject areas shown in this Planner Key:

e Challenges and successes in developing the new AAEEWA t-shirt. Dr Katherine
Gaschk and Dr Elaine Lewis

The Australian Association for Environmental Education WA Chapter (AAEEWA) has made
significant contributions to Reconciliation between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people for
over thirty years. The Chapter's commitment to Reconciliation will be demonstrated in this
round table discussion as AAEEWA Reconciliation Action Plan committee members, Elaine
Lewis and Katherine Gaschk, describe the challenges they faced and their dedication to
creating a new Western Australian Chapter t-shirt based on artwork developed by Noongar
artist Melissa Spillman (Woods) during 2025. The discussion will highlight the collaborative
processes undertaken as members were given the opportunity to brainstorm and share their
ideas via emalil or at a face to face workshop in August. These ideas were then discussed
with Melissa in an online meeting at the workshop, to enable her to understand and interpret
them. Beyond the workshop, the collaborative process continued between Elaine, Katherine,
and Melissa as Melissa developed her artwork. On the completion of her artwork, Melissa
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provided five options for how the artwork could appear on the new AAEEWA t-shirt. In this
session, Elaine and Katherine will share their journey, the final version of the artwork, the
description of its meaning, and the t-shirt design agreed on by members. Details for how to
order a t-shirt will be made available for anyone interested in purchasing one. Following an
in-depth discussion of the collaborative processes embedded in this project, participants will
consider how this information is relevant to schools and organisations who may wish to be
involved in designing their own t-shirt, working with a Noongar artist.

e Spoken-word poetry as atool for environmental education. Aaron Tuckey

Weaving between poetry and discussion, in this session, Aaron demonstrates and explains
how performative arts can play a role in environmental education. Using spoken word poetry
as a platform for storytelling, satire and scientific communication, Aaron has performed at
conferences, festivals and demonstrations across Scandinavia (where he is currently based)
and Australia (where he is born and raised). He has also run workshops on how to find your
voice through poetry and believes that, whether performing or not, writing poetry helps you
become more self-reflective and structure your thinking, which makes you more authentic
and convincing when discussing the environmental crises.

12.15 Lunch, Poster Session, Networking

1.0 Plenary Session for Building Resilient Communities

Presented by Liz Addison, Youth Strategy Research & Development Coordinator at
Department of Fire Emergency Services

Empowering schools and communities for disaster preparedness and climate
resilience

Bushfire risks are increasing as our climate changes, and schools and communities need
practical ways to respond. In this session, we’ll look at how disaster preparedness and
climate adaptation can be woven into both school and community education. You'll take part
in a hands-on activity to identify local hazards, key assets and actions that build resilience —
while considering how these strategies connect to sustainability principles. The focus is on
place-based, action-oriented learning that gives educators and students the tools to create
safer, more connected, and climate resilient communities.

1.50 Afternoon tea refresh

2.00 Speed Meeting — networking session, bring your brochures and cards to share the
where, what and how of your work.

2.45 Evaluation and wrap-up

If you have any questions please contact Dr Jennifer Pearson on jopearson189@gmail.com
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